
Pastor Nathaniel 

Long 

Greetings in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ! It is exciting 
to begin our journey together as our family enters the life of  
Orange UMC.  

 Our family would like to say Thank You for the gracious 
welcome we have received and the expressions of  welcome. 
We are still in the process of  finding places for all our        
possessions in the parsonage (and at the office) but that will 
come with time. 

 It has been exciting to get started by celebrating VBS in 
worship as the children shared their faith with us. The church 
was wonderfully decorated and I know everyone found it      
exciting. 

 As we move into this new time of  ministry and mission, 
please know that we want to get to know you and your family. 
I can be reached through the church office or by email. Just 
reach out and let’s get to know each other. This time of  transi-
tion is an opportunity for us all to grow. I have learned that 
endings (saying God speed to the Outlaws) can be great       
beginnings.  
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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T :  

 Greeting from our new 

pastor, Reverend       

Nathaniel Long 

 Updates from the high 

school youth group, the 

children’s ministries, 

music ministries, and 

more! 

 Third quarter birthdays! 



The end of  one school year begins a new school year. It comes complete 
with new classes, new friends, new sports teams, new band members, lots of  
new things. This can be a stressful time for a student, or it can be an exciting 
time as the student looks forward to the adventure that the new year brings. 

 The same is true for lots of  things. There is a hymn I love: The Hymn 
of  Promise that begins–“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, and apple tree; in 
cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!”  

 Have you ever looked at a flower bulb? My mother used to plant iris, 
jonquils, and such. I had to carry the baskets of  bulbs out to the garden for 
her sometimes. I would look at those bulbs and wonder if  they were even 
alive. They looked dried out, skins pealing, and often felt hollow. And yet, as 
she carefully prepared the soil, planted them at the correct depth and         
provided the water – they miraculously would not only grow, but bloom 
beautifully! 

 I have seen the same in churches. As there is a sense of  loss when one 
pastor is appointment to a new place of  ministry there is a feeling that things 
will no longer grow. And yet, if  we allow it time, miraculous things can and 
will happen. 

 And it is amazing where these things will appear. Our family is excited 
about the adventure that is Orange UMC and its community. Will you pray 
for us as we pray for you – seeking God’s leading in the Spirit to be and do 
what is pleasing in His sight? Let the adventure begin! 

 

Peace, 

Nathaniel 
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T H E  P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R  C O N T .  



It’s been a fun few months for Frontline! Ethan, Tristan,     

Tiffany, and Zander all graduated in May!  

 

 

 

We also went to an escape room and helped with VBS.! 

 

We are continuing in Apologetics and will be learning how to 

look at verses and form an understanding   

of  the Bible. Our goal is to be able to    

defend our faith with proof  and reason as 

well as build our relationship with God.  

 

If  anyone has any information, recommendations, or wants to 

help in any way with these topics, please let Patrick now 

through email: patricklee86@comcast.net.  

FRONTLINE YOUTH GROUP 
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Patrick Lee  

Frontline  

Director 

 

We will be officially welcoming all the rising freshman 
in August but they are still welcome to come Monday 
nights from 6-7:00 over the summer.  



 

 

 

The second quarter of  this year was a busy one for our 
Children’s Program.  In Sunday School, we did a series on the 
Fruit of  the Spirit.  We used actual fruits to remind us of  the 
spiritual fruits. We ended this series with a fun party where we 
made clay fruit bowls and ate pizza!  Everyone had a blast at 
the Easter Egg Hunt.  Even though we had to move it to a 
different day due to weather, we were still blessed with a great 
turnout and lots of  fun!  We ended the quarter with one of  the 
most exciting events of  the year – VBS!!! 

 

We had a great week “In the Wild” with the kids at VBS.  Each 
evening, the children started with a delicious dinner.  Then, 
they all participated together in our Worship Rally.  Following 
it, they rotated by age groups to 5 different stations – Crafts, 
Science, Bible Study, Recreation, and Music.  The children 
made frogs, penguins, bird feeders, and other awesome crafts.  
In Science, they got their hands nice and messy making slime 
and elephant toothpaste, and they had some real-life 
encounters with a huge snake, tarantulas, a baby alligator, and 
other wild animals.   

Page 4 T H E  O R A N G E  B R A N C H  

Bethany Goode      

Children’s Director 



 

 

 

 

Speaking of  encounters – in Bible Study, we talked about 5 special encounters Jesus 
had with various people in the Bible.  The kids got to literally “go Wild” at 
Recreation, where they got wet with water balloons, played kickball, and did other 
fun games.  In Music, the children sang awesome songs about our Lord, which they 
performed at our Celebration Sunday.  They did a great job singing, shaking their 
maracas, and showing us some cool dance moves.  Following the service, we had a 
wonderful BBQ lunch and ice cream treats, and everyone enjoyed a great time of  
fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful summer!  Go 
ahead and mark your calendars for July 28th.  We 
will be having our annual Blessing of  the 
Backpacks during that 11 am service. 

 

Blessings, 

Bethany  
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Thanks to everyone who helped out at VBS.  From initially     
donating supplies, to helping decorate, teaching classes and      
rotations, preparing meals, and assisting with clean-up, everyone 
contributed so much, and the children and I are super grateful.   
I am extremely blessed to be a part of  a church where people 
love and support the Children’s Ministry. 



Things have been very busy in the music department!  In the recent past, 
there have been many special services and programs and music has been a 
vital part of  each one. 

Homecoming was a wonderful service filled with great singing!  Choir    
specials, solos and congregational singing were a big part of  this annual 
event.  It was really nice to have some of  our past choir members back 
singing with us!  It was such a blessing! 

VBS was also a very musical event!  This year’s theme was “In the Wild”, 
and our kids really lived up to the name!  They were wild with excitement 
as they sang and performed music that brought the daily lessons to life.  It 
was a truly unforgettable experience that ended with our Celebration    
Sunday.  The church was filled with children and their families.  This was 
really nice to see! 
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Joy Turner 

Music Director 



As I look ahead, we have many more exciting events to look forward to.  The 
Adult Choir will be singing at 8:00 PM on Sunday night, July 14th, at Holbrook 
Campmeeting.  I hope many of  you will come and support our choir.  The            
services are always special under the arbor with sawdust between your toes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were sad to say goodbye to Mark and Lynn.  They both had beautiful voices 
and this left some “big holes” in our Adult Choir.  However, I have reminded the 
choir that when the Lord closes a door, he opens a 
window!  Perhaps you could be the answer to this 
need??  We are always looking for people who like 
to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord”!  I am also 
very hopeful that our new pastor and his family will 
soon be joining us in choir.  I have heard they have    
amazing musical talent! 

God Bless, 

Joy 
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We will begin our annual “Campmeeting Days at Orange” on Sunday,  
July 28th and it runs through August.  During this time, the congregation 
will select most of  the songs we sing.  Have your selections made and be 
ready to “call out the page  numbers” during the services. 



On Monday, May 20, six Orange United Methodist Women at-

tended a very inspiring mission study called “Embracing 

Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenental Living” held 

at Pleasant Grove United Methodist in Cumming.  Other UMW 

groups in our area were also represented.  Mary Ann Brannon 

of  Stockbridge conducted the study.  She began with a discus-

sion of  “The Sacred Creation” - God’s creation of  man in His 

image and our connectivity with all of  His creations on Earth.  

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and its 

inhabitants too.”  Psalm 24:1 

Next we explored “The Sacred Community” Should we reach 

out to those in our community who do not belong to the same 

groups that we do?  Should we be oblivious to the issues facing 

people in our community?  What does Jesus say?  Read Mat-

thew 25:34-37.   

“Unlike millions around the world, we North Americans are inordinately 

blessed, tempted to assume our rights to these gifts, even fighting for them 

and frequently misusing these privileges which are on loan from God.” 

Melissa Hunt, 
Mary Cissell, 
Linda West, 
Elizabeth 
Smith, Joyce 
Thigpen, and  
Judy Powell 
attended the 
mission study! 
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UMW President 

Mary Cissell 



Orange United Methodist Women enjoyed a 

tour of the campus at the Murphy Harpst      

children's Home in Rockdale in March.  We 

have given support to this wonderful home for 

abused children for many years with financial 

donations, and remembering the children on 

their birthdays . 

Pictured from left to right:  Goldie Fodor, Lisa 

Kinser, Judy Powell, Helen Edwards, Linda West, 

Elizabeth Martin, Joyce Thigpen, Melissa Hunt, and 

Mary Cissell 

Our last topic was “The Sacred Self”.  “God allows us to claim our own identities 

and to make our own decisions.”  Reflect back on your life on the people who 

have contributed to your identity and the experiences that have enabled you 

to understand who you really are.  Have any of  your life experiences result-

ed in an attitude adjustment for the     better? 

“For it was You who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s 

womb.  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made…”  Psalm 139 

This is just a brief  synopsis of  the workshop. We left feeling wonderfully 

enriched and grateful to Barbara McNutt for inviting us! 

OUMW will meet again until September 18, 2019 in Fellowship hall at 6:30 

pm.  We encourage women of  all ages to come and enjoy our fellowship, 

and mission work in the name of  our Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Respectfully, 

Mary Helen Cissell, President 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

HELEN EDWARDSHELEN EDWARDSHELEN EDWARDS                  JULY 1JULY 1JULY 1   

MITCHELL TROTTERMITCHELL TROTTERMITCHELL TROTTER               JULY 2JULY 2JULY 2   

THALIA CAMPTHALIA CAMPTHALIA CAMP                     JULY 12JULY 12JULY 12   

DOT PUCKETTDOT PUCKETTDOT PUCKETT                     JULY 19JULY 19JULY 19   

JENNIFER JEFFREYSJENNIFER JEFFREYSJENNIFER JEFFREYS               JULY 20JULY 20JULY 20   

HAILEY JONESHAILEY JONESHAILEY JONES                     JULY 22JULY 22JULY 22   

VINCE GRADWELLVINCE GRADWELLVINCE GRADWELL                  JULY 25JULY 25JULY 25   

PATTY SLOANPATTY SLOANPATTY SLOAN                     JULY 27JULY 27JULY 27   

REESE GRADWELLREESE GRADWELLREESE GRADWELL                  JULY 29JULY 29JULY 29   

CRAIG SLOANCRAIG SLOANCRAIG SLOAN                     JULY 31JULY 31JULY 31   

DONNA ORRDONNA ORRDONNA ORR               AUGUST 1AUGUST 1AUGUST 1   

MORGAN ADDYMORGAN ADDYMORGAN ADDY               AUGUST 8AUGUST 8AUGUST 8   

JIM CAYOJIM CAYOJIM CAYO                  AUGUST 9AUGUST 9AUGUST 9   

JIMMY WESTJIMMY WESTJIMMY WEST               AUGUST 15AUGUST 15AUGUST 15   

KELLY HUNTKELLY HUNTKELLY HUNT               AUGUST 24AUGUST 24AUGUST 24   

JULYJULYJULY   

AUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUST   



HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
AUGUST CONT.AUGUST CONT.AUGUST CONT.   

ETHAN HANESETHAN HANESETHAN HANES                  AUGUST 28AUGUST 28AUGUST 28   

CAROLINE SOSEBEECAROLINE SOSEBEECAROLINE SOSEBEE            AUGUST 29AUGUST 29AUGUST 29   

MELISSA HUNTMELISSA HUNTMELISSA HUNT                  AUGUST 31AUGUST 31AUGUST 31   

SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER    

CHRISTY KLINECHRISTY KLINECHRISTY KLINE         SEPTEMBER 2SEPTEMBER 2SEPTEMBER 2   

CARLTON LIVELYCARLTON LIVELYCARLTON LIVELY      SEPTEMBER 2SEPTEMBER 2SEPTEMBER 2   

JOYCE THIGPENJOYCE THIGPENJOYCE THIGPEN      SEPTEMBER 13SEPTEMBER 13SEPTEMBER 13   

MARY CISSELLMARY CISSELLMARY CISSELL         SEPTEMBER 17SEPTEMBER 17SEPTEMBER 17   

TYLER GREENETYLER GREENETYLER GREENE         SEPTEMBER 17SEPTEMBER 17SEPTEMBER 17   

JACK MANNING JACK MANNING JACK MANNING       SEPTEMBER 20SEPTEMBER 20SEPTEMBER 20   

CHRIS CAYO CHRIS CAYO CHRIS CAYO          SEPTEMBER 21SEPTEMBER 21SEPTEMBER 21   

JOE GREENEJOE GREENEJOE GREENE         SEPTEMBER 24SEPTEMBER 24SEPTEMBER 24   

KAREN WALTONKAREN WALTONKAREN WALTON      SEPTEMBER 27SEPTEMBER 27SEPTEMBER 27   

EMILY JEFFREYSEMILY JEFFREYSEMILY JEFFREYS      SEPTEMBER 29SEPTEMBER 29SEPTEMBER 29   

RICK JEFFREYSRICK JEFFREYSRICK JEFFREYS         SEPTEMBER 29SEPTEMBER 29SEPTEMBER 29   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next blood drive at Orange will be on Friday,               

August 9th! Please mark your calendars and make every    

effort to attend this life-saving event! 

 

  We are on the web! 

  www.orangeumc.org 

  220 Orange Church Circle 
  Canton, GA  30115 

 
 

Pastor ~ Rev. Nathaniel Long~  770-886-9662 

 Email: nathaniel.long@icloud.com 

Administrative Assistant ~ Sharon Schwab ~ 770-886-9662  

 Email: sharon@orangeumc.org 

Children’s Ministry ~ Bethany Goode ~ 678-807-8565  

 Email: bethany.goode@gmail.com  

Music Director ~ Joy Turner ~ 770-889-1278 

 Email:  joychoirdirector@bellsouth.net 

Frontline Director( HS Youth) ~ Patrick Lee ~ 678-983-5812 

 Email:  patricklee86@comcast.net 


